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Robert Sanchez- Senior Staff Writer 5280

Dear Mr. Sanchez, 

	Community engagement is one of the most remarkable and exciting things to not only participate in, but also help establish. When community engagement surrounds hard, complex, and often emotional subjects it has the chance to truly change a community. At Fort Collins Reads we are dedicated to bring in wonderful authors of our time in order to excite and inspire the community we so deeply love.

	The 2015 season looks to be one of our best seasons yet, with author Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and her book, Americanah. This book explores the complex nature of undocumented immigration and race when confronted with a new culture. This book and its wonderful author will bring Fort Collins a chance to address these subjects that greatly influence not only Northern Colorado, but the entire state and nation. 

	We believe that 5280 might find a compelling story here with Chimamanda and her wonderful storytelling and how these subject effect both the Fort Collins and Denver communities. 

Thank you for your time and consideration we hope to hear from you in the near future and will follow up by January 5th.



Best,

Rebecca Lee Robinson

Public Relations- Fort Collins Reads

becca.lee.robinson@gmail.com	

719-233-6619


October 31st, 2014



2014 Fort Collins Reads Author, Colum McCann, to talk Nov. 9th at Hilton



news facts 



· Fort Collins Reads will present author Colum McCann Nov. 9th at the Hilton at 2pm. 

· Tickets are $25 reserved seating and $10 general admission. 

· McCann’s book, Let the Great World Spin, will be the main topic of discussion at this year’s event. 

· McCann wrote the book in response to the 9/11 attacks on the twin towers of New York, by taking a step back in time and analyzing the tight-rope walk of Philippe Petit between the twin towers in 1974.

· The main event is precluded by an author’s reception Nov. 8th at 6pm at Old Firehouse Books at 232 Walnut street. 

· Reception tickets are $50 each and include reserved seating at the Nov. 9th discussion. The reception includes drinks and food along with personal discussion and interactions with the author. 	

· McCann was the winner of the National Book Award in 2009 for Let the Great World Spin, which has received international praise and acknowledgement.

· McCann will be the 12th author that Fort Collins Reads has brought to Fort Collins in celebration of literature and connecting communities. 

Quotations

“It’s a delight to be coming to Fort Collins to talk to all of you, I am honored to have been chosen for the 2014 season.” -Colum McCann

“Colum McCann is an embodiment of the values we have held for the committee from the beginning. Let the Great World Spin truly captures the heart of our organization which is how ideas and communities can and are connected in exciting ways” -Valerie Mausch, co-chair 





Multimedia

McCann on the Colbert Report- Video











Poster announcing McCann’s attendance and participation





Link to PDF News Release

Related Links

· Colum McCann’s website

· Fort Collins Reads website

· Purchase books at Old Firehouse Books

· National Book Award page



About Fort Collins Reads

Fort Collins Reads is a northern Colorado non-profit that works with well-known authors to bring them to town once a year to discuss big topics in their writing that affect the community and the world. More information can be found on their website, Twitter and Facebook



About Colum McCann

Colum McCann was born and raised in Dublin, Ireland and started his writing career as a journalist. After a couple years of doing that he took to travelling the world in order to find a writer's voice and stories to tell. This has brought him to bicycling the United States, living in Japan and with Romani Gypsies and writing some of the most praised novels of our time.



For more informaiton please email us at fortcollinsreads.com or visit our facebook or twitter
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(Released as a newsletter)





























Dear Friends and Neighbors,

	We had a fantastic 2014 season and thanks to all of you with your attendance, donations and support of our sponsors have helped us achieve a wonderful season! Thank you so very much!

	However, each year is a lot of work for us and we always have further to go as expenses increase in travel, event space and fees for our wonderful authors. Therefore we are asking for any donation amount you can afford at this time. Donations of $50+ will receive perks like tickets to next year’s reception, entered into our prize drawing, and commemorative posters signed by the 2015 author. Please visit fortcollinsreads.com to donate.

No amount is too small, and if you can’t donate financially this year consider donating fine goods for our drawings. Such as wine, whiskey, yarn classes and many other items. Email us at fortcollinsreads@gmail.com



Thank you everyone for your continued love and support!
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A Shared Community Experience


2015 Season 
Preview


Fort Collins Reads


We are a community 
organization based in 
Northern Colorado.  We are 
committed to 


Every year we bring one 
author to town in Novem-
ber that does two events 
surrounding one of their 
books and tough topics of 
our day and age. 


Before the author joins us 
we hold events surround-
ing some of the topics and 
themes explored in the 
book. 


The 2015 author will be 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adi-
chie, and her book 
Americanah. 


Connect With Us!


fortcollinsreads.com


fortcollinsreads@gmail.com


facebook.com/FortCollinsReads


instagram.com/fortcollinsreads/


twitter.com/FortReads







2015 Event 
Schedule
April 4th- 


Poetry Reading at Avogadro’s 
Number, 5pm


August 15th
Discussing Dreams, panel talk on 
the American Dream and what it 


means for all people. 5pm, CSU 
Grand Ballroom.


October 10th
Movie at Lyric Cinema Cafe, 6pm.


November 6th
Author reception, 5pm at Old 


Firehouse Books


November 7th
Author talk and signing, 2pm the 


Hilton.


2015 Author
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
who grew up in Nigeria, was 


shortlisted for the 2002 Caine 
Prize for African Writing. Her 
work has been selected by the 
Commonwealth Broadcasting 
Association and the BBC Short 


Story Awards and has ap-
peared in various literary pub-


lications, including Zoetrope 
and The Iowa Review.


2015 Book
As teenagers in a Lagos secondary 
school, Ifemelu and Obinze fell in 
love. Their Nigeria is under mili-
tary dictatorship, and people are 
leaving the country if they can. 
Ifemelu departs for the United 


States to study. Through her expe-
riences in relationships and stud-
ies, she struggles with the experi-


ence of racism in American cul-
ture, and the many varieties of 


racial distinctions. Obinze, son of 
a professor, had hoped to join her 
in the US but he is refused a visa 
after 9/11. He goes to London, en-
tering illegally, and enters an un-


documented life.






CLIENT: Fort Collins Reads

CAMPAIGN: Fact Sheet

DESCRIPTION: This Fact Sheet is a quick reference guide to Fort Collins Reads for anyone that may be doing a project or report on the organization. It will act as background information and could provide key details for a more enticing article. 







































































Rebecca Robinson

Public Relations Fort Collins Reads

7192336619

becca.lee.robinson@gmail.com 

fortcollinsreads@gmail.com	

www.fortcollinsreads.com









Facts about Fort Collins Reads



Our History

	Founded in 2002, Fort Collins Reads was established as a community non-profit and program to connect the community through books and complex topics in our community and world. Over the years we have played host to many wonderful authors including Lois Lowry, Garth Stein, TC Boyle, Erik Larson and in 2014 Colum McCann.

Values

· To engage and connect with a large variety of community members.

· To encourage the reading and discussion of “One Book, One Community”.

· To connect with authors of great works to learn from them and share with them.

· To encourage the discussions of complex materials and issues of our day.

Contact and Connect

· www.fortcollinsreads.com

· fortcollinsreads@gmail.com	

· twitter.com/fortreads

· dsfacebook.com/fortcollinsreads

· instagram.com/fortcollinsreads 
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Rebecca Lee Robinson

Public Relations, Fort Collins Reads

fortcollinsreads@gmail.com	







NEWS ALERT: Fort Collins Reads to hold poetry reading for National Poetry Month

WHO: Fort Collins Reads, a local non-profit that celebrates reading in the community, will host an event in celebration of National Poetry Month. The event will include regional poets such as Suzi Q. Smith, Linda Aldrich, and M.D. Friedman.

WHAT: The event will be an open night of poetry and celebration with local poets, Colorado State University students and others from the community that wish to share their work. The event will begin with poets from outside the community sharing their work, such as Suzi Q Smith who will open the event and work to opening the floor to those that wish to share. The event will start at 6pm April 3rd and go until 9pm at Avogadros Number.

WHERE: The location of the event will be at Fort Collins own Avogadros Number 605 South Mason Fort Collins, Colorado. Avogadros is a local venue that hosts music, movies and other community events. 

WHEN: The poetry celebration begins at 6pm  on April 4rd and goes until 9pm. The event begins with readings from Suzi Q. Smith, Linda Aldrich, and M.D. Friedman. Then follows with an open mic for those who wish to share their own work.

WHY: National Poetry Month is an annual celebration during April that is meant to draw awareness to poetry and its importance and impact on the world. Through history and our modern time poetry is a format in which many people have gone to express themselves and their culture.

###
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Fort Collins Reads ANR

60 SECOND

RADIO HOST: FORT COLLINS WILL BE WELCOMING IRISH AUTHOR COLUM MCCANN TO TOWN ON NOVEMBER 8TH AND 9TH WITH FORT COLLINS READS. 



MCCANN: I AM VERY HONORED TO BE ASKED TO BE THE 2014 FORT COLLINS READS AUTHOR, IT IS A GREAT HONOR AND i VERY MUCH LOOK FORWARD TO SPEAKING WITH THE COMMUNITY ABOUT MY BOOK, LET THE GREAT WORLD SPIN. COLORADO HAS ALWAYS BEEN SUCH A WELCOMING PLACE TO ME, WHEN I BIKED THROUGH THE AREA IN THE 80S EVERYONE WAS VERY GOOD TO ME. OFFERING ME JOBS, PLACES TO SLEEP, FOOD, MONEY; COLORADO FOLK ARE A GREAT BREED. 



RADIO HOST: FORT COLLINS READS IS A LOCAL NON-PROFIT THAT WORKS TO BUILD COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS THROUGH COMPLEX IDEAS EXPRESSED IN LITERATURE. 



MCCANN: LET THE GREAT WORLD SPIN IS ONE OF MY WORKS I AM MOST PROUD OF AND THAT I HOPE PEOPLE REALLY CONNECT WITH. BEYOND IT BEING SUCCESSFUL I FEEL IT IS AN IMPORTANT STORY TO TELL AND ONE THAT MEANS A LOT TO THE UNITED STATES AND THE WORLD. THE STORY SURROUNDS THAT OF PHILIPPE PETIT AND HIS WALK BETWEEN THE TWIN TOWERS BUT THAT IS THE CENTER OF THE STORY, AND EVERYTHING ELSE AROUND IT IS TRULY THE STORY.



RADIO HOST: MCCANN WILL SPEAK AT THE HILTON AT 2PM NOVEMBER 9TH. MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AT FORTCOLLINSREADS.COM

30 SECOND

RADIO HOST: IRISH AUTHOR COLUM MCCANN IS COMING TO FORT COLLINS NOVEMBER 8TH AND 9TH THROUGH FORT COLLINS READS. MCCANN WILL SPEAK AT THE HILTON ON THE 9TH AT 2PM. 



MCCANN: I AM VERY HONORED TO BE ASKED TO BE THE 2014 FORT COLLINS READS AUTHOR, IT IS A GREAT HONOR AND i VERY MUCH LOOK FORWARD TO SPEAKING WITH THE COMMUNITY ABOUT MY BOOK, LET THE GREAT WORLD SPIN. THE STORY SURROUNDS THAT OF PHILIPPE PETIT AND HIS WALK BETWEEN THE TWIN TOWERS BUT THAT IS THE CENTER OF THE STORY,  AND EVERYTHING ELSE AROUND IT IS TRULY THE STORY.



RADIO HOST: MORE INFORMATION ON COLUM MCCANN AND THE EVENTS CAN BE FOUND AT FORTCOLLINSREADS.COM














Rebecca Lee Robinson

Public Relations-Fort Collins Reads

becca.lee.robinson@gmail.com







Improving our community outreach and participation 

untapping the potential of a younger audience through social media.



Dear Lovely Committee Members,

	As discussed at our last meeting and since we are in need of improving our social media in order to have better community connections with our online audience. At the moment only about 16% of the interactions we have online are people under the age of 35. We also only have 14% of interactions coming from men. Now we love our current fans, but why not have more? 

	In many ways the university culture is our untapped potential. There are over 30,000 students that attend the university and at least a couple hundred of them might be interested in what we are doing for the community. Since there is a pretty large English department and literary community on campus it is time we try to connect with people through the resources most easily accessible to us, which is social media. 

Therefore, we are starting a social media campaign to last through the year with consistent posts and interactions (at least three times a week) and daily posts as we get into the fall and have our main events. Please send any ideas and suggestions to Rebecca. Thank you all for your support and assistance. 









Instagram

Instagram might be our absolute best friend as it makes our job easier to communicate with images. We also can easily post anything from instagram onto our twitter which increases interactions and likes. 

	Our Instagram campaign will work around the ideas of literacy and the wonderful faces of Fort Collins, which is each and every one of you. So weekly we will do a Committee Member Spotlight where we will take a very nice portrait of each member and write a little blurb about them and their participation with Fort Collins Reads and why it matters to them.

	The next part of our campaign will be to make digital posters of quotes from the 2015 book that are bright and engaging and catch people’s eyes. 



	The third part will be to show photos of our events and fundraisers to get people excited about coming. Sometimes showing visual aids is the best way to tell someone they should come join us. 

	Finally, any hashtags that we want to use to get people to share photos will be posted and shared as a campaign in posters. 2014 was #focospins this year will depend on our author selection, but as a rule we will be starting #focoreads as the new hashtag for social media participation. 























Facebook

	Facebook is also very valuable for us as most of our fans use Facebook to communicate with us on a more horizontal conversation. This is the place people can converse with us and praise or criticize. It allows the public a great place to engage with us on a more intimate level. This is also our strongest social media outlet at the time being and we should not lose that. 

	The 2014 season had a good amount of success with posters publicizing our main events. 



	We are going to do similar things with the Facebook page that we are with our instagram in that we will post all of our Committee Member Spotlights, and posters with quotes and depictions of us as a committee and organization. This will all be part of branding ourselves but also catching the eyes of younger participants and potential fans, especially at the university level.

	This also gives us a great platform to share other great materials from other pages we like, especially Old Firehouse Books, publishers, author pages and much more. 



Twitter

	Twitter is the most comfortable place for us, because it is a word-heavy social media. All about the words. Yet we can also post our instagrams and we can post our quotes and feelings in plain old text, which helps us writer-types have a medium just for quirky one-liners. Since it is all in 140 characters or less this can be tricky but also a great challenge to figure out how to word things just right. Once again Twitter is really great for sharing stuff from other organizations and people that help us. It also is a great way to hold conversations and allow us to participate more.

	This years campaign will be to simply tweet more and interact better with our authors, supporters and community members. This will be our platform to show our strengths as an intelligent but also modern organization that doesn’t overlook the values of social media and how to connect with our community in such a fashion. 
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Rebecca Lee Robinson- Public Relations, Fort Collins Reads

fortcollinsreads@gmail.com









NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

October 30th, 2014



2014 Fort Collins Reads Author, Colum McCann to talk Nov. 9th at Hilton



	FORT COLLINS, COLO.- Fort Collins Reads will present author Colum McCann Nov. 9th at the Hilton at 2pm. Tickets are $25 reserved seating and $10 general admission. McCann’s book, Let the Great World Spin, will be the main topic of discussion at this year’s event. McCann wrote the book in response to the 9/11 attacks on the twin towers of New York, by taking a step back in time and analyzing the tight-rope walk of Philippe Petit between the twin towers in 1974.

	The main event is precluded by an author’s reception Nov. 8th at 6pm at Old Firehouse Books at 232 Walnut street. Reception tickets are $50 each and include reserved seating at the Nov. 9th discussion. The reception includes drinks and food along with personal discussion and interactions with the author. 	

About Fort Collins Reads

Fort Collins Reads is a northern Colorado non-profit that works with well-known authors to bring them to town once a year to discuss big topics in their writing that affect the community and the world. 







-More-

About Colum McCann

Colum McCann was born and raised in Dublin, Ireland and started his writing career as a journalist. After a couple years of doing that he took to travelling the world in order to find a writer's voice and stories to tell. This has brought him to bicycling the United States, living in Japan and with Gypsies and writing some of the most praised novels of our time.

###
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